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JFK assassination 


eerie experience for lookalikes 


By DOUG BEDELL 
Staff Writer 

Prior to Sunday, Bob Etheridge’s clos- 
est link to the tragedy of Nov. 22, 1963, 
was that in 1972 he installed a burglar 
alarm system in. the Texas School Book 
Depository Building; 

For Bea Thomas, there was not even 
a vague connection. Her personal fame 
was selling wigs and rouge for her Lady 
“B” Enterprises Co. 

But for one fleeting minute of cellu- 
loid stardom Sunday, Dallasites Ether- 
idge and Mrs. Thomas became Lyndon 
B. Johnson and Lady Bird Johnson. 
They became principles in the ABC-TV 
movie recreation of Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation at Dealey Plaza outside the 
School Book Depository. 

After years of vain attempts to brush 
off persistant autograph seekers who 
confused them for their famous counter- 
parts, the two Dallas residents emerged 
from the make-up sessions Sunday 
morning to startle the throngs of curious 
on-lookers at the filming of “The Trial 
of Lee Harvey Oswald.” 

“Oh, my God,” gasped one as the tall, 
bespectacled Etheridge strode toward 
another Dallasite, Don Gazzaway, a nat- 
ural for President Kennedy with his 
shining reddish-brown hair and broad 
smile. “This is going to be plum weird.” 

“It kind . of makes you wonder, 
doesn’t it,” said Etheridge, an employe 
of the ADT Co. who in 1972 sold the 
security system for the infamous build- 
ing from which assassin Lee Harvey Os- 
wald allegedly fired the fatal shots. 

“You know, the day it happened I 
was watching the parade from in front 
of the old First National Bank building 
on Main Street,” he said. “I was stand- 
ing not 10 feet from him when he went 
by. I could have walked out and 
touched him. Five minutes later he was 
dead.” 

Mrs. Thomas’ daughter watched her 
mother, who still owns the Lady “B” 
cosmetics firm, trundle about the set 


and said, “You know, this is like a 
dream come true for her. She even has 
a heart like Lady Bird. 

“My father wanted to be here, too. 
He looks a lot like LBJ, but by the time 
he called for the role, it had already 
been filled.” 

Gazzaway, squinting in the bright 
morning sun, creasing the familiar-look- 
ing crowsfeet at the comers of his eyes, 
glanced at the black Continental that 
soon would carry him repeatedly under 
the triple underpass. It was being 
buffed by a host of already-sweaty 
workers. • , 

“This really is kind of spooky,” he 
said. “It’s eerie, you know. 

“But I’ve always wanted to do this. 
I’ve always thought I looked like Ken- 
nedy.” 

; The day Oswald’s Mannlicher-Car- 
cano rifle sent ripples of remorse across 
the world, Gazzaway was watching 
television in an ice cream parlor, taking 
a break from his duties as a bookmobile 
worker for the Dallas Public Library. 

“I remember thinking, ‘What a rotten 


day for it to have happened!’ It was a 
beautiful day - — a lot like today. I re- 
member hearing a plane fly over my 
home that morning and I said to my 
wife, ‘I wonder if that’s Air Force I.’ ” 
Minutes later, Gazzaway was clutch- 
ing at his throat, falling onto the lap of 
the pink-clad Christine Rose, who por- 
trays President Kenndy’s wife, Jackie, 
seated beside him in the stationary Con- 
tinental. Supervising producer Law- 
rence Schiller mimicks the crack of the- 
rifle and emplores, “Feel the pain, the* 
terrific pain — everything.” * 

For six hours, he forces his body into 
the spasms of a wounded President as 
recorded in the frames of the Zapruder 
film. * 

For six hours, $25 and a free lunch, » 
Gazzaway and the others move halting- 
ly through a re-enactment of nightmare 
and the fulfillment of their personal 
dreams. / 

“Heck,” says Etheridge while waiting, 
for loudspeaker call for LBJ, “I’d pay 
them to be able to do this.” 


